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anticipated a large "booty from captures at sea. In that
expectation, at first, they were not disappointed. But it was
a source of wealth soon exhausted ; for, naturally, as soon as
their ravages became known, the Mussulmans ceased to
navigate. Spezzia was the first to hoist the independent
flag: this was on the 9th of April 1821. Psarra im-
mediately followed her example. Hydra hesitated, and at
first even declined to do so ; but, at last, on the 28th of April,
this island also issued a manifesto of adherence to the
patriotic cause. On the 3d of May, a squadron of eleven
Hydriot and seven Spezzia vessels sailed from Hydra, having
on the mainmast" an address to the people of the ^Egean Sea,
" inviting them to rally round the national standard: an
" address that was received with enthusiasm in every quarter
(t of the Archipelago where the Turks were not numerous
" enough to overawe popular feeling/'

" The success of the Greek marine in this first expedition,"
says Mr. Gordon, " was not confined to merely spreading the
" insurrection throughout the Archipelago : a swarm of swift
" armed ships swept the sea from the Hellespont to the
" waters of Crete and Cyprus; captured every Ottoman
c' trader they met with, and put to the sword, or flung over-
u board, the Mohammedan crews and passengers ; for the
" contest already assumed a character of terrible ferocity. It
would be vain to deny that the Greeks were guilty of
shocking barbarities : at the little island of Castel Rosso,
on the Karamanian1 shore, they butchered in cold blood
several beautiful Turkish females; and a great number of
defenceless pilgrims (mostly old men), who, returning from
Mecca, fell into their power off Cyprus, were slain without
" mercy, because they would not renounce their faith."
Many such cases of hideous barbarity had already occurred,
and did afterwards occur, on the mainland. But this is the
eternal law and providential retribution of oppression. The
tyrant teaches to his slave the crimes and the cruelties

Ponqueville ascribes to them, in 1813, a force considerably greater.
But the Peace of Paris (one year after Pouqueville's estimates) natur-
ally reduced their power, as their extraordinary gams were altogether
dependent on war and naval blockades.

1 Karamanian, i.e. the southern coast of Asia Minor (Anatolia).